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But go, tell his disciples and Peter that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him, just as he told you. Mark 16:7

At Easter, when the three women come to the empty tomb in Mark’s Gospel, an angel gives them a surprising
assignment. They are instructed to tell the others that the Risen Christ has gone before them into Galilee. | con-
tinue to ponder what the message of a God “who goes before us” means for us as a synod in this first quarter of
the 21st century. Like those first disciples, we have been entrusted with a message of surprising, good news to
share with others in our day.

We have found a variety of ways to join the congregations and baptized members of this synod in doing just
that, being especially mindful of our mission statement and care values:

As followers of Jesus, we are called to accompany faith communities
and equip leaders for God’s mission in the world.

Our core values are — authenticity, connection, compassion, and curiosity.

Through The Planting Hope Campaign in 2025, we were able to address the seminary debt load of 16 pastors
and deacons, fully retiring the debt of six and greatly reducing the debt of 10 others. We invested an additional
$100,000 in congregational vitality, complementing the funding already in our budget. We hosted 11 summer
interns at a variety of work sites, offering young adults an opportunity to explore their own vocation while being
immersed in a ministry site. We offered financial assistance to enable 16 youth and young adults to travel with
their congregations to our global mission partners in Guatemala and Tanzania. Thank you for contributing to this
common work.



As a synod, we equip leaders through training events for lay leaders, a theological conference and gatherings

of the ministerium for rostered ministers, and through Zoom events on timely topics like Minnesota’s new Paid
Family & Medical Leave and the ELCA's Social Statement on Faith and Civic Life. This included six day-long work-
shops, sponsored by the Congregational Vitality team and two cohorts of pastors and lay leaders, working on
increased skills for stewardship and congregational renewal. The synod also received an ELCA grant for worship
renewal and hosted a day-long seminar on “Worship in an Inviting Church” in April. We know that we are all
stronger when we work together on matters that impact all 106 congregations and mission starts in the synod.

Not every congregation was in transition in 2025, but the synod staff worked with 17 call processes for pastors
and deacons and supplied interim pastors during those times of transition. We also supported the discernment
and candidacy process for 22 individuals. We received two of those candidates back into our synod for their first
call. Ordained in 2025 were Pastor Katie Hendrikson (called to Abiding Savior, Mounds View) and Pastor Lauren
Mildahl (called to St. Mark in Circle Pines).

As always, | am particularly grateful for those who serve on synod committees and on Synod Council. They are
the key guarantors of continuity and stability in our work. In 2025 we welcomed Matt Smith as our new synod
treasurer and sent 21 voting members to the Churchwide Assembly in Phoenix.

Throughout these months, God continued to bless us financially with $1.675 million received as mission support
from congregations in 2025 toward our goal of $1.95 million by the end of January. Your contributions funded
the work noted above and a portion was shared with the Churchwide Organization for global mission, ecumeni-
cal and inter-religious endeavors, advocacy, and preparation of a new generation of leaders. In addition, many of
you contributed generously to the work of our global companions through our Bega Kwa Bega partnership with
the Iringa Diocese in Tanzania and our work with the Igelsia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG).

Finally, as | begin my last months as the bishop of this synod and help prepare for a new bishop to lead you
starting in August 2026, | am keenly aware of the many relationships that make us a healthy, growing and thriv-
ing synod. Many of you see those signs of new life in your own congregation and neighborhood. Like me, | know
you also appreciate the work of the whole synod staff, who serves alongside me. They include Rachel Holsten,
Mary Smith, David Roinas, Kirsten Levorson, Rolf Lowenberg-DeBoer (through July), Justin Grimm, Krista Lind,
Leslie Ortiz, Dawn Alitz (beginning September), Joe Lees (beginning September), and Terri Endres (beginning
December).

Like the very first disciples, God continues to call us to go forward into the places where God awaits our com-
ing. This includes all the messy places of mistrust and division in our world today. It is a privilege for me — as it is
for each of you — to bear the good news of Christ to our many neighbors, who feel especially discouraged and
beat down these days, and it is an added joy to share that news alongside all the ministry that happens in and
through our lives.

Yours in God'’s service,

o

Bishop Patricia Lull
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