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Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly
Worship Service 1 • Holy Communion

9:30 AM, Friday, May 13, 2022

GATHERING
HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!

 Please stand.
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters.

By your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for clouds and rain, for dew and snow.

Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you.

At this font, holy God, we pray:  
Praise to you for the water of baptism 
and for your Word that saves us in this water.

Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation.

Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears.

Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us.

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Please share the peace with those around you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

We gather here today to worship and to celebrate the love of God. 

God’s love is an abiding and steadfast love 
shown to us through God’s son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Jesus says, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. “

We come and hear anew this commandment given to us by our Savior.

May the love of God pour over us and transform us as we worship this day.

Come! Let us worship in love!
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast

Leader:  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Gracious God, open our hearts to your power moving around us and between 
us and within us, until your glory is revealed in our love of both friend and 
enemy, in communities transformed by justice and compassion, and in the 
healing of all that is broken. 
Amen.

Be seated.

WORD

READING Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go 
to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to 
them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance 
I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from 
heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked 
at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of 
the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered 
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my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God 
has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then 
everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, 
sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit 
told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. 
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 
He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send 
to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by 
which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, 
the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And 
I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the 
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they 
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance 
that leads to life.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM Praise Ye the Lord  (Based on Psalm 150)

The assembly joins on the refrain.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand.

GOSPEL John 13:31-35

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews 
so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  Bishop Patricia Lull
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HYMN OF THE DAY The Church of Christ, in Every Age

Please stand. 1 – all; 2 – SATB; 3 – all; 4 – SATB; 5 - all
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CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,
	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	
	 was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried;
 he descended to the dead.
	 On	the	third	day	he	rose	again;
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated.

MEAL
OFFERING

The offering received will be directed to Lutheran Disaster Relief – Eastern Europe Crisis Response 
to help respond to the war in Ukraine. Checks may be written to the Saint Paul Area Synod. 

Please include “Assembly Worship Offering” in the memo line. Offering may also be given online 
at www.spas-elca.org/give (Enter amount under Special Offerings > Synod Assembly).

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Please stand.

The prayer refrain is sung once at the beginning and after each petition. 
Each petition concludes:  Gracious God, we pray to you... 

10



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us
the body and blood of your Christ.
Grant that we, soaring with your Spirit’s power,
may be a people of hope, justice, and love,
now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
    your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours,
    now and forever. Amen. 

Be seated. 

LAMB OF GOD
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MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION Come, Let Us Eat

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION  In the Singing

Leader sings the verse, all on the refrain.

In the singing, in the silence, in the hands expectant, open,
in the blessing, in the breaking, in your presence at this table. Refrain

In the question, in the answer, in the moment of acceptance, 
in the heart’s cry, in the healing, in the circle of your people. Refrain
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MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION Taste and See

All sing refrain, leader sings the verse.

I will bless the Lord at all times. Praise shall always be on my lips;
My soul shall glory in the Lord; for God has been so good to me. Refrain

Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us all praise God’s name.
I called the Lord, who answered me; from all my troubles I was set free. Refrain

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Please stand.

God of abundance,
with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION AND SENDING

Christ has given us a new commandment
that we are to love one another as Christ first loved us.
Through our love, others will know of our risen Savior and Lord.
Through God’s love all things will be made new.
Go now, in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God! Amen!
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HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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PARTICIPANTS

Presiding Minister The Rev. Patricia Lull, Bishop, Saint Paul Area Synod

Assisting Ministers The Rev. Amy Mihelich Smith, St. Andrew’s, Mahtomedi 
 The Rev. Lauren J. Wrightsman, Roseville, Roseville
 The Rev. Marty Wyatt, Roseville, Roseville 
 The Rev. Bristol Reading, St. Luke’s, St. Paul 
 Deacon Abby Matter, Roseville, Roseville
 Deacon Stephanie Anderson, St. Andrew’s, Mahtomedi
 Pastoral Intern Ana Becerra, Christ the King, New Brighton

Music Minister  John Helgen, Roseville, Roseville 

Musicians  Carolyn Boulay, violin
 David Livingston, woodwinds
 Steve Kimball, percussion
 Dave Michel, bass
 Abby Matter, vocalist
 Bill Chouinard, organ 

Readers  Laurie Krachmer, Jennifer Luong, Per Halaas

Ushers Heidi Vlasak, Betsy Thorson, Sue Lennartson, Carrin Mahmood
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Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly
Worship Service 2 • Close of the Assembly

Friday, May 13, 2022
SONG The Lord Now Sends Us Forth

BLESSING AND SENDING

May the beauty of God be reflected in your eyes, the love of God be reflected in your 
hands, the wisdom of God be reflected in your words, and the knowledge of God 
flow from your heart, that all might see, and in seeing, believe. Go now in peace. 
Amen

Worship Leader - Deacon Abby Matter, Roseville, Roseville
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Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly
Worship Service 3 • Opening of the Assembly

9:00 AM, Saturday, May 14, 2022

HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

OPENING PRAYER

O Lord, open my lips
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory	to	the	Father,	and	to	the	Son,	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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PSALM Psalm 98

Sing a new song to the Lord,
    Who has done marvelous things.

whose right hand and holy arm
    have won the victory.

O Lord, you have made known your victory;
    you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness
    to the house of Israel.

 the ends of the earth have seen
    the victory of our God.

	with	joy	to	the	Lord,	all	you	lands;
    lift up your voice, rejoice and sing.

Sing to the Lord with the harp,
    with the harp and the voice of song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
    shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
    the world and those who dwell therein.

Let the rivers clap their hands,
    and let the hills ring out with joy
    before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness,
    and the peoples with equity.

READING Deuteronomy 6:1-7

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that 
the Lord your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you 
are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your 
children’s children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and 
keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, 
so that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them 
diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly 
in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, 
has promised you.
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Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 
Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them 
to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
away, when you lie down and when you rise.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL CANTICLE Blessed Be the God of Israel

HOMILY  Rev. Amy Reumann
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HYMN Praise, Praise! You Are My Rock

PRAYERS

A brief silence for prayer follows each petition.

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn,
bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new.

Especially we thank you—
     for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .
     for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .
     for the gifts of relationship with others . . .
     for the communion of faith in your church . . .
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Merciful God of might, renew this weary world,
heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about your
peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.

Especially we pray—
     for those who govern nations of the world . . .
     for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .
     for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .
     for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .
     for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be 
overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
    hallowed be your name,
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours,
    now and forever. 
Amen. 

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us.
Amen.
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HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

PARTICIPANTS

Presiding Minister The Rev. Patricia Lull, Bishop, Saint Paul Area Synod

Preacher The Rev. Amy Reumann, director for advocacy in the ELCA 

Assisting Minister Deacon Abby Matter, Roseville, Roseville 

Musicians John Helgen and Steve Kimball
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Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly
Worship Service 4 • Close of the Assembly

Saturday, May 14, 2022

INSTALLATION OF LEADERS FOR THE SYNOD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, in you we live and move and have our being. Guide and govern us this 
day by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our lives we may 
not forget you, but remember that always we are walking in your sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The following people have been elected by the Saint Paul Area Synod to 
positions of leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism 
we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; 
we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life 
and our mutual mission as a synod.

The office and names of those who are to be installed are read.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-7
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties 
of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this synod. You are 
to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you 
may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, 
harmony, and mutual understanding in this synod.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and 
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?

I will, and I ask God to help me.

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will 
you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
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I now declare you installed in your elected roles within the Saint Paul Synod. May 
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you 
may be faithful servants of Christ.

Let us pray.
O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and Sarah in safety 
throughout the days of their pilgrimage, you led the children of Israel through 
the midst of the sea, and by a star you led the magi to the infant Jesus. Protect 
and guide us now as we depart. Make our ways safe and our homecomings 
joyful, and bring us at last to our heavenly home, where you dwell in glory with 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the life-giving Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
 

I declare this assembly closed
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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BLESSING AND SENDING

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

COPYRIGHTS AND PERMISSIONS

Liturgies, prayers, and NRSV texts reprinted under Sundays and Seasons license 
SAS007627. 

Hymns used with permission, OneLicense.net # A-737587. “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” Text 
© 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship I, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress.  “The Church of Christ in Every Age” Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company. 
“God of Love, Hear Our Prayer,” © Augsburg Fortress, used with permission. “Come, 
Let Us Eat” Text sts.1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Federation; text st.4 and adapt. © 
1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress. “In the Singing” Text and 
music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. “Taste and See” Text and music © 1983 GIA 
Publications. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Text Joachim Neander, tr. composite. © 
2000 Augsburg Fortress. “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” English text © 1998 Augsburg 
Fortress. “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” Text © 1987 Hope Publishing 
Company.  “Blessed Be the God of Israel” Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.  
“Praise, Praise! You Are My Rock” Text and Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.  “Lord, 
Whose Love in Humble Service” Text © Oxford University Press. “The Spirit Sends Us 
Forth to Serve” Text © 1993 Dolores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications.
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