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 Our work group is now in its fifth year.  Our mission statement says: 
 
 “We are called to care for God's creation as an integral part of our Christian faith and 
   identity.  The Care of Creation work group is dedicated to embrace this calling.  We 
   are a group which explores life-giving ideas; where best practices within our synod 
   and the large church and community can be shared, where action and advocacy are 
   encouraged, and where we become part of the public and teaching voice of the church.” 
 
When this group organized back in 2018, we were not sure where it would all lead. We were just a group of 
Lutheran Christians who believed that care of creation had become a very important endeavor in our present 
time. In fact, some of us believe that it may be the most important calling we have today as God's people. In the 
past 30 years we have emitted more carbon into the atmosphere than was emitted in the two centuries prior.  
And according to Isak Stoddard, an Uppsala University climate researcher, the wealthiest one percent of the 
world's population emits twice as much as half the human population. We are witnessing warmer temperatures 
around the world and, as a result, many more intense weather events.  All this calls into question of how well 
we are taking care of God's good creation, not just for our sake, but for the sake of all God's creatures who 
inhabit this planet and the generations yet to come.    
 
We have been meeting monthly except in the summer, and in the last couple of years we have been meeting 
almost exclusively on Zoom. We have had tables at Tool Kits as well as at Synod Assemblies. We have connected 
with many people and congregations and hope to do more of that. We have learned that many congregations 
are already doing things to try to reduce our carbon footprint. 
 
In the last year we have taken on the topic of regenerative agriculture because so much of our lives depend on 
the food we produce and consume. We also know that some of our most common farming practices do not 
make for healthy soil and release, rather than store carbon. The members of our group took a field trip last 
October to a farm in east central Minnesota where regenerative agriculture is practiced and where the 
owner/farmers shared their reasons for doing so. It was the highlight of the year for us. 
 
Another exciting thing is the partnerships that we have made. We worked together with the Northeastern 
Minnesota Synod's Eco-Faith team and put together an Eco-Faith Summit online, on March 26 of this year, in 
which we heard from several great presenters and had an opportunity to talk to other participants. The theme 
was, “Holy Ground, Holy Table. Regenerative Practices for the Wholeness of the Earth.”  A number of other 
partners supported this event, including Luther Seminary; Lutheran Advocacy Minnesota; Lutherans Restoring 
Creation; Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light; Minneapolis Area Synod Eco-Faith; Land Stewardship Project;  
and Together Here Ministries. Over 150 people from around the country signed up and participated. That 
includes five of the six synods in Minnesota as well as Wisconsin. It is our ongoing effort to collaborate with and 
develop closer relationships with all of the synods so as to work together on these issues. We are hoping to 
have an in-person summit in 2023.  
 
In John 20:30-31, the gospel writer says that “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book.  But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing, you may have life in his name.” In much the same way, we can tell you 
that there are many other things that the Care of Creation Work Group has been doing that are not written in 
this report.  But these things are written so that you might believe that we are doing important things, and 
believing that, you may check us out, and maybe even become part of our Work Group. Learn more at 
https://spas-elca.org/resources/for-congregations/care-of-creation/.  
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