
Friends in Christ, 

I love the church and I know you do, too. Across the Saint Paul Area Synod there are so many signs 
of the fresh ways in which congregations are embracing opportunities to be a lively presence in 
their neighborhood, to worship God with liturgies that are traditional and innovative, and to take 
to heart our two-fold calling to love our neighbors and to invite them into life in Christ. Where we 
aren’t doing those perfectly, there is an openness to learning new ways to be the church today. 

In recent months we have been challenged by the coronavirus pandemic and by great social 
unrest. The scale of those challenges, which impacted how we worship and how we understand 
our communal life, was unprecedented. Even before those crises in 2020, many in our world 
wondered if anyone even cares about their deepest worries and their greatest dreams. As 
people of deep faith we know that God cares and that there is a future of hope for everyone – 
no exceptions. Those who will benefit from our financial gifts include generations we cannot 
yet see and neighbors we may never know by name, but they are all known to God.

The Planting Hope campaign builds on our strengths and calls us to stretch in new ways as a 
synod. During the three years of this capital campaign, I hope everyone in our 110 congregations 
and mission starts will join this effort to plant hope for others. The four areas of the campaign are: 

 > Invite neighbors into life in Christ;
 > Renew the congregations of the synod;
 > Raise up the next generations of leaders;
 > Invest in a transformative project on the East Side of St. Paul with other community

partners.

From childhood on I have known the grace of God through my family and the congregations 
to which I have belonged. The joy of knowing that I am a beloved child of God is at the 
heart of my life. I want that same experience to be true for many others in the 
communities where we live. 

As you read I hope you will find the place that beckons your engagement. 
Please join me in praying for and supporting the work we are undertaking 
together. 

Yours in Christ’s service,

Bishop Patricia J. Lull
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Watch the full campaign video at  
bit.ly/PlantingHopeCampaign
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Summary of the  
$2,750,000 Campaign Goal

Inviting others into life in Christ $150,000

Renewing congregations $700,000

Raising up the next generations of leaders $700,000

Investing in the East Side of St. Paul $1,000,000

Campaign communication, staffing and events (4.2%) $117,500

Consultant’s fee (represents just 3% of overall goal) $82,500

TOTAL $2,750,000

“For me God’s call is to go 
out into the community and 
tell people that they are here 
because of a purpose, the 
purpose is to do God’s will."

Peter Songster, member 
of Christ the Servant, 

Vadnais Heights

“We had to ask the hard question – 
are we done? Because of the support 
we received from the Synod, instead 
of closing our doors we received an 
opportunity to be renewed for a new 
chapter."

The Rev. Liz Eide, 
pastor/redeveloper at Lutheran Church 

of Peace, Maplewood

“Providing an opportunity to 
alleviate some of that seminarian 
debt, they can focus on their 
ministry and not be concerned 
about their financial status 
is something that I think is a 
worthwhile goal for this Synod.”

Jason Langworthy, campaign 
co-chair and synod vice president

“I would challenge all of us who have 
been blessed by the Gospel to invest 
in something that’s going to bring 
hope and wholeness to people who 
don’t experience that right now.”

The Rev. Jeffrey Marian, 
campaign co-chair and pastor 

at Prince of Peace, Burnsville

Gift Chart

The gift chart shows the size gifts and quantity of those gifts needed in order to reach our goal.  
Congregations are asked to consider a gift from this chart with the cumulative gifts of its individual 
members subscribing the gift from the chart.

NUMBER OF  
GIFTS NEEDED

3-YEAR GIFT
COMMITMENT

CUMULATIVE 
TOTAL

1 $150,000 $150,000

2 $100,000 $350,000

4 $75,000 $650,000

10 $50,000 $1,150,000

15 $25,000 $1,525,000

25 $15,000 $1,900,000

30 $10,000 $2,200,000

50 $6,000 $2,500,000

75 $3,000 $2,725,000

many under $3,000 $2,750,000

$150 per month for 36 months = $5,400

$100 per month for 36 months = $3,600

$75 per month for 36 months = $2,700

$50 per month for 36 months = $1,800

$30 per month for 36 months = $1,080

$20 per month for 36 months = $720

$10 per month for 36 months = $360

$5 per month for 36 months = $180

Gifts Over Time

“If we take our story seriously, if we 
believe that this triune God is actually 
up to something, why would we not 
want to be a part of it?” 

The Rev. Jenny Sung




