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ARE is a public witness group within the Saint Paul Area Synod. We seek to live out the mission of 
emboldening public witness by empowering God’s beloved to confront privilege and racism in and 
through the Saint Paul Area Synod. Our work consists of holding one another accountable in the work of 
reforming unjust structures by educating congregations about institutional and systemic racism, 
advocating for racial equity in the church and the world, and building relationships with partners within 
and outside of the church for more just communities. You are invited into this holy work of being the 
beloved community together!   
 
So steeped in white supremacy and systemic racism is our world that any anti-racist efforts are rightfully 
considered acts of resistance against a stale status quo. ARE sees this work of resisting the powers and 
principalities that divide and conquer as a needful feature of contemporary discipleship, which follows 
Christ in recognizing and standing for the imago dei (image of God) that is evident in every created 
being. Anti-racist action is always necessarily internal and external work. Doing this work means 
engaging in self-reflection, education, and direct action. As the brilliant theologian and mystic activist 
Howard Thurman points out in, Jesus and the Disinherited, “resistance is defined as the physical, overt 
expression of an inward attitude.” ARE wants to nurture the Church’s anti-racist inward attitude and 
provide opportunities for the physical, overt expression of such an attitude. For this reason, our work 
typically consists, dually, of education and action.  
 
This work has taken on a new urgency in the year since the murder of George Floyd in the middle of a 
global pandemic, which has inequitably impacted communities of color. Over the course of the last year, 
we have witnessed God’s Spirit moving mightily in the lives of individuals and congregations. 
Throughout the year, we have been consulting with congregations as they have grappled with how to 
engage in anti-racist efforts most effectively. 
 
In addition to case-by-case congregational consultations, ARE has been busy with both education and 
action. In 2020/21 we  

• Convened a gathering in June of 2020 with Melanie Ferris of the Wilder Foundation to learn 
about health care and economic disparities exacerbated by the pandemic. 

• Supported protest, relief, and chaplaincy efforts during the uprising in the Summer of 2020. 
(Special recognition goes to Rev. Joann Conroy and Rev. Kelly Sherman-Conroy, and the leaders 
at Bethlehem in the Midway.) 

• Held a Zoom round table in October entitled, “Come to the Table: An Evening of Talk about Faith 
and Politics in the Spirit of Martin Luther’s Table Talks.” 

• Invited Angela Denker to speak shortly after the election about, “Being a Christian Witness in a 
Red/Blue Divided Church.” We asked the question together, “Where do we go from here?” 

• Participated in the Overcoming Racism Conference hosted by FREC. 
• Shared ideas and practices for congregations to jump-start anti-racist ministries in our virtual 

“Pathways Panel for Congregational Engagement in Racial Equity.” We heard from six leaders in 
racial justice ministries during this panel in March of this year. 



• Hosted a two-part class on the history and impact of Native American Boarding Schools led by 
Vance Blackfox with the National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition in April and 
May of 2021. 

 
Our work continues as we seek to be the church for God’s beloved world. We are reminded by Howard 
Thurman that Jesus joins us in this work, even when it seems terribly daunting: 
“Living in a climate of deep insecurity, Jesus, faced with so narrow a margin of civil guarantees, had to 
find some other basis upon which to establish a sense of well-being. He knew that the goals of religion 
as he understood them could never be worked out within the then-established order. Deep from within 
that order he projected a dream, the logic of which would give to all the needful security. There would 
be room for all, and no [person] would be a threat to [their sibling]. ‘The kingdom of God is within.’” 
 
Together we wait ACTIVELY in hope for the coming of this kingdom! 
 


