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“Many of my community members call me ‘Teacher’ or 
‘Teacher Amy’,” Amy Mihelich reflects. Amy is serving 
a year in Huye, Rwanda through Young Adults in Global 
Mission (YAGM), a ministry of the ELCA. In Rwanda, 
she teaches English at a univerity, facilitates Bible Study 
and assists with Debate Club.

“And while it is true that my job is to teach, my calling 
in Rwanda is to learn,” Amy continues. “During debate 
club meetings I teach argumentation and persuasive 
techniques, but I learn about the varied communication 
styles of Rwandan, Burundian, Congolese, and South 
Sudanese students. During choir practice the students 
will sometimes ask me to teach them an English song, 
but I spend most of my time learning Kinyarwanda 
songs and Rwandan dances. During Bible study I bring 
the resources for our discussion, but the students 
teach me about what it means to be a faithful follower 
and the importance of reading God’s Word.”

Our financial support to ELCA Churchwide is helping 
young adults, including five YAGMs from our synod, 
find God in new ways, and answer their own unique 
calls to serve the church.

Ministry Partners

Lutheran Campus Ministry - Twin Cities (LCM-TC) 
serves the University of Minnesota’s St. Paul and Minne-
apolis campuses. LCM-TC provides space for students 
to explore their faith, grow as leaders and reflect on 
their vocations, all while demonstrating radical hospi-
tality.
 
As it continues to grow, LCM-TC has begun a concen-
trated outreach to students on the University’s quieter 
St. Paul campus. “Using the gifts of seminary intern 
Ben Williams, we’ve been riding the ‘Campus Connec-
tor,’ hosting outdoor office hours, leading a weekly 
lunchtime Bible study and having many 1:1’s to ‘take the 
pulse’ of the campus,” says Pastor Kate Reuer Welton, 
Lutheran campus pastor.  
 
In addition to expanding across campuses, LCM-TC also 
partnered with Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
in Roseville and St. Timothy Lutheran in St. Paul for Lu-
theran Campus Ministry Sunday. LCM students visited 
these congregations as guest preachers, proclaiming 
the good news that students are engaging deeply and 
meaningfully with their faith as well as with the church. 
As Pastor Kate believes, so do we: “Our shared story is 
just beginning.”

Synod Ministries

In 2016, the synod granted micro-grants to 11 con-
gregations engaging in community-focused renewal 
efforts.  Many congregations identified needs such as 
racial justice, expanding worship outside of the church, 
grief counseling, and getting to know neighbors. Luther 
Memorial in South St. Paul wanted to address support 
for students, especially following increased crime and 
many months of reported abuse and suicides in the 
school district.

With the help of the micro-grant and by working with 
South St. Paul leaders, Luther Memorial developed 
the Safe Place Youth Program. “This program provides 
an opportunity for youth to receive a healthy meal, 
community support, positive engagement with their 
peers, homework help and a chance to explore new 
activities on non-school days when their parents and 
guardians are most likely still working,” the Rev. Patrick 
Joiner says. Since its inception, the program has grown 
four-fold, offering a bridge for students to connect with 
resources they need to prosper.

The micro-grant helped to kickstart Luther Memorial’s 
community outreach. Since then, they have been invited 
to participate in a further pilot program and are con-
tinuing to grow the Safe Place Youth Program.

Synod Staff

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out laborers into his harvest.’ Matthew 9:37-38

Jesus calls the whole church to live our vocations in 
ways that utilize our gifts and talents. Weekly, the syn-
od staff prays for leaders called to ministries of Word 
and Service and ministries of Word and Sacrament.  
We pray for leaders who are currently serving, those 
discerning their next call in ministry, for those earnestly 
preparing for rostered ministry and for those who are 
still discerning their call.

Join us as we live out Bishop Eaton’s call for the church 
to be in prayer for the laborers for the harvest. For 
bold leaders across the church who notice and lift up 
gifts for ministry among those in their congregations 
and communities. For synod and regional partners 
working together to provide time and resources for 
discernment.

Let us together ask the Lord to send laborers into the 
harvest.
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