
Resolution 2017-2: ENOUGH! A Resolution to Oppose Revisions to 

Current  

Minnesota Statutes Regarding Gun Ownership and Use

WHEREAS, In response to weapons use, Jesus said in the Gospel of Luke, “It is enough!” (Luke 

22.38), “No more of this!” (Luke 22.51) and in the Gospel of Matthew “Put your sword back 

into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword” (Matthew 26.52) and 

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9); and 

 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced that would seek to invalidate all state laws regarding 

carrying, possessing and banning weapons in public places and authorize anyone to carry a gun 

without a permit, including shotguns, rifles, and even semi-automatic assault weapons, openly 

without so much as a background check; and 

 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced that would redefine “public places” where firearms 

could be carried so broadly as to include schools, government buildings, churches, synagogues, 

mosques, hospitals, private colleges and the Minnesota State Fairgrounds, while exempting gun 

stores, gun shows, gun ranges and hunting lands; and 

 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced that would allow individuals to buy, possess, carry and 

transfer any firearm or “self-defense device” like a taser and would impede the effort to close 

the private seller loophole and establish comprehensive criminal background checks in 

Minnesota, while making carry permits good for a lifetime instead of requiring regular renewals 

and background checks; and 

 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced that would change Minnesota’s existing authorized use 

of force law by removing the obligation to retreat from danger before using deadly force, 

anytime a person felt subjectively threatened, except against police officers; and 

 

WHEREAS, All of the states that have instituted permitless carry laws, stand your ground laws, 

or both, have seen an increase in gun violence with the average gun death rate per 100,000 

population at 13.8 or more than twice Minnesota’s rate ; and 

 

WHEREAS, The ELCA Churchwide Assembly passed gun violence resolutions in 1989, 1993, 

2013 and 2016, the ELCA Church Council urged action in 1994, the 1995 ELCA Social 

Statement “For Peace in God’s World” calls people to create peaceful environments; and 

 



WHEREAS, The Saint Paul Area Synod, in assembly, passed resolutions in 2013 and 2016 which 

overwhelmingly supported common sense gun violence prevention actions while supporting the 

proper use of weapons for sport shooting, hunting and protection; now, therefore be it  

 

RESOLVED, That the Saint Paul Area Synod, in assembly, urge our state legislators to oppose 

bills of this type that may be introduced now or in the future; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That the Saint Paul Area Synod, in assembly, instructs the Bishop of the Saint Paul 

Area Synod to express the intent of this resolution to all state legislators and the governor; and 

be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That those people within the Saint Paul Area Synod, in accord with their 

consciences, be urged to contact their state representatives, senators, and the governor, and 

express their opposition to these types of dangerous bills. 

 

Because this resolution is consistent with the governing documents of the Saint Paul Area Synod and addresses 

an issue of general concern to the Saint Paul Area Synod, the Reference and Counsel Committee recommends 

adoption of this resolution. 


